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had actually called on me four times without being
admitted.

6 He insisted on his right to choose his own Ministers,
and the impropriety of another prince interfering, in
that matter. He rejected the English principle of the
responsibility of Ministers for acts sanctioned by the
Sovereign. To all these commonplaces I made the
obvious reply. I concluded by saying that my inten-
tion in this step was to prevent the extreme resolutions
that might be expected both in England and in all the
countries connected with us, by suggesting the only
point by which any confidence could be restored in His
Majesty's adherence to that system which had been
the foundation of our connection. I added that I con-
sidered the indication of a total change of system which
resulted both from the transaction itself and from M. de
Lehrbach's elevation as more essential and more alarm-
ing to other Powers than any other consequences of the
measure ; that I did not look on the mere loss of the
fortresses as fatal or irretrievable; but that I was well
assured His Britannic Majesty could not commit himself
and the resources of his kingdom, nor attach his fortunes
to those of Austria, in a system of vigorous war, or of
firm and sincere negotiation, while both were to be
directed by the Comte de Lehrbach. I retired without
visibly gaining ground. In the antechamber I found
Baron Thugut with Count Colloredo, and after explain-
ing what had passed respecting the formality of the
business, I delivered the paper to Count Colloredo, re-
peating again to them both tha/t I had been anxious to
suggest this only mode of reviving the confidence of'